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Case studies are winning projects from:

Europan sessions 4-9

N

Europan session 10

Based on two lectures:
1. Graz conference Nov. 2009 on Europan Future
2. Neuchatel Forum of results May 2010 (Europan 10)
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INNOVATIVE PRACTICES OF URBAN DESIGN
THROUGH EUROPAN COMPETITIONS

Search for innovation within the
activities of making and using a project
(Process Friendly Architectures)



Search for innovation within the i
activities of making and using a i
project
(Process Friendly Architectures)

architecture as practice:

METHOD
-processes of making projects,
-processes of design with systems

of project actors involved
-means of communication,
-relationships between means and ends

USE
-the role of the use (usage), of the users



Search for innovation within the
activities of making and using a project
(Process Friendly Architectures)

1. Political posture of the
architectural project
(its public role)/ forms of
engagement

2. Activities of connecting large
scale territorial issues with micro-
local ones
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1. Political posture of the

archltectural project
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How one keeps a sufficient link between
an AGENCY role of Process Friendly
Architectures and spatial organization?

By letting the project grow
An Agency of public engagement to
Construct a collective character of the
Space
BEFORE
the buildings with
their residents arrive.



E8 Kleines Dreieck (D), “Promotor” GERMANY, CHECK, POLLAND,
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How one keeps a sufficient link between
an AGENCY role of Process Friendly
Architectures and spatial organization?

~ Dreistadt wi

irklichkeit

How could it be possible for Europan
to operate on such a territorial scale f
PREPARING INDIRECTLY
space making ?

BY PROPOSING A
NEW MENTAL SPATIAL MAP FOR A
UNITED TERRITORY ACROSS THE BORDER
DERIVED THROUGH THE ACTIVITIES



How to avoid positivist social engineering
that might come out with such process
based thinking?

Who to empower?

E7 Graz(A), “Situationism 2003”
Systematizing a bottom up development of the
everydayness of the suburb (upscaling a DIY

FOEETg

method)
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- By setting bottom up development?

-By the market?
- By open ended processes



----------------------------------- E8 Kleines Dreieck (D), “Promotor”
By a sort of virtual archiving to improve
social accessibility
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architectural project

1. Political posture of th

How do Process Friendly Architectures
contribute in
AVOIDING GENTRIFICATION?

E4, Aubervilliers, (F) e SN
» . . e S /I
Accumulation and intermingling - &
By putting the accent on the everyday use - — - R
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E9 Bordeaux (F)
“La ville au plus prés
By diversification of public
engagement through time
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large scale territorial issues with

How do the Europan projects manage

explicitely such new forms of
specificities and how the Europan
structure could build on it?

Vo e e =

ES Villetaneuse, (F) “The Corridor Anti-potemkine” L’AUC, France

translocal flow activates local public spaces by
programmatic strategy of long and short duration uses

Villeneuve-
la-Garenne
Saint-Denis : iy,
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large scale territorial issue

micro-local ones
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How do the Europan projects manage

explicitely such new forms of é

specificities and how the Europan
structure could build on it?

Vo m ==
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. THE VAGANT ROOM
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E7 Seftenberg (D) w
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A twining process to prepare the project to come
Inbetweening in time to confront shrinking cities case
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Process Friendly Architectures

How do the practices of Making Complicities reveal the
“iceberg character” of Europan projects by engaging
new territories and people across scales?

Making Complicities is an unfamiliar way of putting things together,
Providing alternative economies intricately linked to ecological issues as well as to differen
forms of user-empowerment.

It activates links across in order to introduce latent realities into the project-making,
hidden tensions, implicit dynamics.

Making Complicities connects by rescaling processes, engaging territories beyond the
project site in spite of operating on micro-scale.

Making Complicities employs “strange” means
and operates With exaggerated degrees of engagement.



Making Complicities / New project’s territories

1. Engaging Landscapes
a. Caceres (ES) winner, Reactivate La Ribera — Javier Garcia, Alia Garcia (ESP)

b. Isle d’Abeau (FR) winner, Scenario for a human establishment — samuel Martin (FR),
Christophe Duburcq (FR)

2. Intervening as soft as possible? About furniture urbanism...

a. Dessau (DE), winner, ....ROLL-IN — Carsten Jungfer, Norbert Kling, (DE)

b. Eisenstadt (AT), runner-up, Philemon & Baucis — Adrian Untaru, Andrei Serbescu, Bodgan
Bradateanu, Irina Bancescu, Sebastian Serban (RO)

c. Warszawa (PL), winner, Ambientkerb — Luciano Gonzalez Alfaya, Patricia Muniz Nunez (ES)

3. Re-containing Collective life

3a. Identity containers - as object or as process?
a. Ajka (HU), runner-up, Ajka Transforum — cChristina Lenart, Ernst Gruber architects, Michael Klein, architect-

urban planner

b. Warszawa (PL), runner-up, WILENSKA-TAKE PART, Marlena Happach, Marek Happach, Dominika
Tomaszewska, architects (PL).

3b. How to manage translocal / infrastructural dynamics for a new collective life?

a. Vardo (NO), runner-up, Datarock - Gauthier Le Romancer, Guillaume Derrien (FR)

b. Trondheim (NO), runner-up, From Trondheim, with love — Guillaume Jounet (FR), Remy Bardin (FR) architects, Leo Thafelin (SE), architectural historian



process of negatiat
rolling, dog-walking,
conceptual CLOSEUP

n" [Pcconci) — sitting,
eneration crossing as a

Accupuncure /Small scaleintervertionsnot as
solutions butfas initistors providing a catalogue of
recommendations ithe red carpet is materialized
by rubber mefs, =and surfaces, ice surfaces,

service-pmvide-rth ey mention, (&0 infrastructural architecture- Stan Allen
infilllogic, stepby-dep accupundure intime and space. Marcel Smets
wotein E6, [think about small complexoperstions)

"processisnot sexy”, & Danish city representativein E9,in a discuzsion
ofaforum.

The "red carpet” orthe "red ribbon” propoze waysto activate the "in-

inted light :
il bl i B betveen” the "across", gluing the "fine grain"ofthe city (Thomas
Sievertz)
rec— Similarto CS 4 (DM 00301 agreelll Territorial strategies through
Ca‘ ( : S 2 catalytic interventions. Between network interventions and acocupuncture
: ones aiming to reconditute the riverside at itz whole.
st Referencesto productive territories as an engagement social process
CACERES with the projed as a catalogue of possibilties about insertzinto buildings
REDDY andmtoope.nspac?es..
The produdive territoties are landmarked throughtowers (| don't knowiao f
whiat program). They seem energy netvork nodes
EISt
BA Theriverside izenvisioned bythe cityas a possiblelink betweenthe ald

city, anewurban development and auniversity campuswhich all are
situated alongthe river zside onits both sides.

The program ofthe competition simsto nest inthe competition site
programmatic commonalities withthe adjacent urban entities (i e.
student dormitonesrelating to the university campus, a publicsguare as
alink tatheald city)

Toconstruct = to reckognize the potential ofthe existing + minimum of catalyzing
interwertions

—the porductive landscape as 3 manifestation of the coexistence betwean the mmal,
the industrial, leisure, hobby, living = the ecological ofthe park as a new public
experience (WOTE: ECOLOGY HAS MOTHING TO 00 WVITH NATURE Latour)

Cultural reference betwean enengy towers and historcal city — cuttural infrastructure
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DY logic fsimilaitiesto ©E5in Aka butthis one incomporates such

O Y. approachwithina holistic design.

Thelocal astesting ground forglobal concems: Living on planet earth ot
lzle d'Mheau. An Misland"approach inaglobal archipelago: & specmen of
zeftlements ofliving together under global concarns shout Ecology.
"Drawingtogether azthe aim ofthe projed. Reconciling socal with spatial
projedthrough aseriezaf COOP engagement=. Coop engagements as
farm giving processes romthe territory to the detail.

Howwecohesive could it be a social project (in ourepoch of fragm entation)
and then howintemal could be such formafurbanization asthe team
mentionsin the age ofglobalization wherethe "glocal" ismore common
than local orglobal? 12 it 3 sort of ecological wtopis localized?




Case Reducedtofit Project Berndand Socrates’ comments
studies panels

Enlargingthe physicalterritory o fthe projed antoth e whole community. In
( : S 3 thizway theteam is allowedto refommulate the guestions at stake

Azeties ofsmall gestures inthe "fine grain” o fthe communty inorderto
EISENSTAD work towardsa new whole, & sort ofweaving method.
EAZ38 Such reformulation putsin guestion issues such as accesahility anduse of

inaccessible pariz ofthe community (the castle garden anditz foothall field

iz proposedio be conneded back to the everydayo fthe communit

Theproposal onthe actual competition site doesnot refed th e opening

ofthe projed's lodic

Multiplyiing the touch p oints between transocal finwe o tiouism withthe

comtmunity scale,
Proposingto prepare the fabricofth e community inorderto accept

(R LIV Tt

creativelythe contact with the translocal scale. In thisway the projedt

allowe more possibilties ofre-scaling” ofth e whols community’s activties

............. . rather than concentratingthem on one poirt, that ofthe castleitself

aready-t0-go contad

Making an horizontal rescaling by claimingthe publicuse ofthe foothal
field whichis inaccessible inthe Castle'sgarden .

Casestudies | Reducedtofit Proiect |

Bernd and Socrates’ comments
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Case
studies

Reducedtofit Project
panels

Bemdand Socrates’ comments
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Intensified relatianshi
a3 a physical, social
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E [ Small scaleintsrventionsnot as

az initistors / providing a catalogue of

jtions fthe red carpet | s materialized
2, Sand surfaces, ice surfaces,

light ones

Apropostionth st "assiss"the city for reclaiming urban spacesand
makingthe public. & proposition gives "initial ideas" for a complex
processin order to intensifyand reform thj{urban Care.

Stratedies—(not fized propostions): pletforms for
eventsiactivitiesistustions based onteam's notion of city as "pattems of
events" [shiingthe project territory from spatialto temp oralusage and
back to spatial — & sort of deliberate diversion)

Initistors with a series of strategies(small andlarger scale) foro pening
up edges, redefining other ones, up grading exiging, densifing, ete.

Erom anedinerprojects (megastrudures from farmer Europan sessdons]
to one-matrixprojectslikethis one. (redefning whatthe projed s made
of-bricksand ...

The "red catpet roll-in" conceptual imadginaryi s likethe "red ribbon"af
©310,but slzo ofalot other former Europan projed= | remember a
runner up inBrestES. Aconceptual imscinary (aivingimageto a
processlinorderto creste cohesivenessinthe approach. The "red
carpet" as afield ofinterventionstemporal and permanent)anchored on
existing buildings and spaces. The "red carpet"as abackbone, a5 &
service providerth ey mention. (20 infrastructural architecture- Stan &llen,
inflllogic, step-by-dep, sccupundureintime and space. Marcel Smets
wwotein E6,1think shout small complex operstions,

"processiznot sexy”, a Danish city representative in E9,in adiscussion
ofaforum

The "red carpet” orthe "red ribbon" propose waysto activatethe "in-
between" the "across”, gluingthe "fine grain” ofthe city(Thomas
Sieverts]

Azzisting everydayness with a kit ofelements. Almost an ater-projedt. It
iz asifa"mending"spproachtakes place forthe "unfinished"or not
addressedtheissue, orthe fragmented previous projectsofthe city.

It comes ss a complementto the past projectswith sotinterentions,
step-by step methodin order to

Link to animate, to make coexiz to create ambiance, to to

I=zthe "red ribbon" conceptual imaginary s= in C51 or sthing else?




Case studies

Reducedtofit Project
panels

Bernd and Socrates’ comments
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Method: starting earlier but with a frame prepared

Kits ofparts reshufied by the potential project actors. Acatalogue of
poszzibilities givenin by residents f visitors J employeesfiownersin arderto
redefine relationzhetween publiccollective- private.

From designing farthe peopleto designing withthe people. The queston
iz which people as Sievertsmentions, plus participation method critics.
The peripheral people don't reallydare to goto try to playthe model, or
mayhe not.

Themodel az media ofengagement. Shit itz role from an "end"design
tool to a starter ofabeginning (redefning the start)

‘Waorkinginthe "fine grain" ofthe city. The participation of people withthe
model allowe the team to have a say over collective courtyardstherefore
to propose linking tacticsback to public spaces.

RESCALING INDPMDUALSWITH THEIR COMBMURMITY

Case Reducedtofit Project Eerndand Socrates' comments
studies panels

DY architecture. Plug-inlogicin orderto reactivate the centre of Aka. The
( : S 5 glue iz missing between the existing fabric.

The in-between asthe newterritory ofthe projed. Howto makethe
AdKA "mayonaize" (Didier R ebois).
Ad11 The frame proposed for sering as Infrastructure to plug-in risksto be more

ofan image gesture rather than ofreal uze. Theteam mentionsthatthey
putthe frame around existing strudure to complement their expansion
from a centralized dedision designto a bottom up one (Be ware ofMad
Max syndromethough?)

Implicit references from CedricPrice's "Fun Palace”.

‘What shout ifthe existing development dynamics are just notthere? How
could an architectural projedt cope up with such "extra-architectural”
izzues? Do projedsthat have "auto-development” logic (D1 could be the
answer? Butthen , formerEastern European countries suffer from such
logiczin the last 20 years. Was Cedric Price's Fun P alace a criticism to
over centralized and postivisticmodernist design whichin fact has shaped
alzo Ajka.

"Cn-hold"approach; YWhen re-scaling doesn't seem to happen with larger
scales beyondthat ofthe city, the nedting in the site takes atranstory
character of processesbetween scale ofindividualzand thatof
community itself(cty).

"On-hold"but not really since such complicity undertaken sttemptsto
initialize microdynamics.

=

yed. It

Wikian v kit th e nenied's territore reefnrmolate the intial noesti nnstenur

al

in
he

- - al
floweand the rest ofthe world & host of Trondheim's culture.




Case
studies

Feducedtofit Project
panels

Eermndand Socrates' comments

Case Feducedtofit Project EBerndand Socrates' comments
studies panels
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Thearchitedure ofthe collective. Theterritoryofthe projedt shitzonthe
( : 88 network. Repositioning the Remote sz the CS7 projedt mentions in
relationshipto the network wodd.
The project becomesa device for the "ty repostionenemert” (the
VARDO e DataCentre) in order to reshufiethe givens from the brief.
Q0101 Plug-in device /MNadal

Thenthe project inwestigateshowthe newdynamics could be chan elled
into thelocal (the community): colledive seasonal containers, landscape
elementz. The colledive seazonal containersinterionze nommal exteriorzof
thesouth ofEuropel= it closeto Alvar Aalto's concept o finterior colledive
spaces?)
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Wihen you shittth e projeds territory (refonmul ste the intial guesti ons)your
tisk to find voursslf outside the projed itzelf and get a runner-up rather
than & winning postion, espedsllywhenthe E10 Trondheim term s of
reference are very building orented.

Trondheim's power fultranstormati on because o fnevwexiging economic
forcesizinfactthe opposite of Ak a condition (C 25). Suchtransformations
have vieldedto extensive implementstion o foultural infrastructure in which
the competition siteis part of.

The 1001 room= spread aroundthe world sttemptto link the ongoing
transfommation of Trondheim withthe rest ofthe world. They become
ambaszsadorso fTrondheim, but mostliyo fthe informal culture squatted
produced one like DORA,

Thebuilding site itzeli wantsto become a sor o fs 30 container paking
hypercantainer 1o house cultural activities between local and intemational
artists.

It zeemsthat the shiting ofproject'sterritory goes slong with a Noraedisn
policy of servingthe world, MG Oz fom Morsayhave expanded all overthe
warld, for promating culture and cooperstion amongs peoples.
Havingthat in mind, what if such culture was exported from "Trondheim
with loves™?

The project could be seen as & critical stance on culture production and
ways ofexpottingit. The containers become & ot ofcaricature of such
activitiez(theteam could be a sort of"publicintellectual'— Gramsci, Said
and Yan Toom by taking & role ofmaking things explicit).

BUT izittrue?Whose sitetskestheteam atthe end oftheday? That of
promoting more exporting o fculture or that of criticizing existing practices
ofzuch activities?

ATWOWAYRESCALING (turningthe siteinto a host ofincoming cuttural
fiowrand the rest ofthe world ahost of Trondheim'sculture.




