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Key issues related to the housing 
question today: 

• Rapid urbanization 

• Poverty 

•  Health 

•  Access to water 

•  Financial crisis 

•  Discrimination 

•  Mega events 

•  Climate change 

•  Post-disaster and post-conflict  

•  Homelessness 

•  Forced evictions and displacements 



Meanings of housing 

•  shelter 

•  private space 

•  family 

•  social integration 

•  social status 

•  tradition 

•  investment 

•  consumption 

• ….. 

Where?  When? 



Forms of housing supply 

•  Market (formal or informal) 

•  State 

•  Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

•  Cooperatives 

•  Self-help 



Forms of housing supply 

•  Market (formal or informal) 

•  State 

•  Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

•  Cooperatives 

•  Cohousing 

•  Self-help 

Forms of housing tenure 

• Owner occupancy 

• Tenancy  

• Cooperative  

• Condominium 

• Public housing  

• Squatting 





Housing and urban space: 

•  Urban densities 

• Relation between public and private space 

• Relation with other uses and transportation 

• Neighborhood  

• Forms of land tenure and property 

• Important sector for urban economy 

• Land values 

• Social division of urban space 





interdependence between 

tenure – supply – process of production– typologies - urban space 



- The right to adequate housing - More than a roof and four walls  

The right to adequate housing is part of the right to an adequate standard of living.  
It should be understood in broad terms as including the right of every person: 

•  to have access to a home and community  

•  to enjoy physical and mental health 

•  to live in safety, peace and dignity 



Adequate housing includes:  

•   security of tenure 

•  access to public services and infrastructure 

•  access to environmental assets and to a balanced environment  

•   affordability 

•   good housing conditions 

•   priority for the needs of vulnerable groups  

•  use of materials, structures and space in accordance with the inhabitant´s culture 



Aspects of housing policy today: 

• Provision of housing to certain social groups 
social housing 
affordable housing 
low-cost housing 



Slovenia – Tetris apartments etc       Architects: OFIS 



South Africa - Design Indaba 10x10 Housing Project 



Chile – Quinta Monroy        (Architects: Elemental) 



Brazil - UZINA 



Aspects of housing policy today: 

• Provision of housing to certain social groups 
social housing 
affordable housing 
low-cost housing 

• Interventions in existing areas 
renewal of social housing areas  
neighborhood regeneration  
informal areas upgrading 
slum clearance 



Barcelona – Bon Pastor 
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Sao Paolo – Slum clearance 



Aspects of housing policy today: 

• Provision of housing to certain social groups 
social housing 
affordable housing 
low-cost housing 

• Interventions in existing areas 
renewal of social housing areas  
neighborhood regeneration  
urbanization of informal areas 
slum clearance 

• Enforcement of private property 
privatization of state housing or social housing 
formalization of informal housing 
support of housing loan system 





“My home, my life” 

- 400.000 housing units 

-  budget 20.000 million $ 



Post-socialist countries:  
“housing in transition” 

• Property restitution 

• Privatization of housing stock 

• Development of housing market 

• Construction boom 

• New types of housing 

• Informal housing 

• Social polarization 


